
Friends of the Freeland Library

On the Look Out by Inuit artist Kananginak is a stonecut  
and stencil print, number 46 of 50 and valued at $1,150. 

Owls Are in the Library’s Permanent Art Collection
As you check out your items from the circulation 

desk, look to the wall on your right and see the lat-
est acquisition to the Freeland Library’s permanent art 
collection. Three owls are depicted in the print, titled, 
On the Look Out.

“Owls are associated with knowledge and we’re 
always on the lookout for helping customers use the 
library,” said Managing Librarian Betsy Arand.

This print is by the artist Kananginak, who was 
instrumental in forming the West Baffin Eskimo Co-
operative and was a member of the Royal Canadian 
Academy. He was one of the original artists whose work 
was included in the first cataloged collection of Cape 
Dorset prints in 1959.

The print was one of 10 prints donated to the Free-
land Library by former Greenbank residents Bannister 
and Margaret Farquhar. Since the library doesn’t have 
enough wall space to display them all, staff enlisted the 
Friends of the Freeland Library to help to sell them. It 
was decided to hold a silent auction and display the 
prints throughout the month of November. Staff orga-
nized bidding sheets and hung the prints. Bidders also 
had the option to buy a print at the assessed value. The 
Friends hosted a gala party on December 2nd to conclude 
the bidding and sales. Despite low attendance at the 
party, telephone bids came in and all but two prints were 

claimed. The remaining two were purchased soon after.
Special thanks to Betsy for coordinating the many 

details of the auction, plus the help of the staff to hang 
each print and manage the bidding. Betsy arranged a 
wonderful article, “View and Bid on Inuit Art” written 
by Kate Poss and published in the November 9, 2016 

online edition of Whidbey Life Magazine. Prescott and 
Keith Jacobs handled promotion of the auction and gala 
in other publications. The board and staff arranged the 
treats and wine for the party.

Thank you to those who bid on and purchased the 
prints. About $5,500 was raised and the proceeds will 
fund improvements to the Freeland Library. 

Whidbey Reads to Be 
Announced in January
The book and author have been chosen, but  won’t 

be announced until mid January. Whidbey Island’s 
annual “group read” is scheduled a bit later this year 
because the author is not available until June. 

Come to the 1 p.m. January 17 Friends of the 
Freeland Library Board meeting for the announce-
ment. Watch for the Spring newsletter for program 
announcements and check the Sno-Isle Libraries’ 
calendar.

Some Friends 
enjoying the 
festivities at the 
December 2nd 
Gala.
Photo by Robin 
Charlwood
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Everyone is welcome to attend our meetings. 
All meetings begin at 1 p.m. in the Freeland Li-
brary program room at 5495 Harbor Avenue. 
The next meetings are Tuesdays, January 17, 
March 21 and the annual meeting, May 16.

President’s Message: Thanks to All
Another year has 

come and gone 
and  first of all I want 
to thank you for your 
support by sending 

in your membership dues, gener-
ous donations and coming to our 
monthly book sales to load up on 
reading material. With the money 
we make we are able to fund, among 

other things, the great programs that 
Betsy and her staff put on for the 
community, the summer reading 
program and Whidbey Reads.

I also want to thank all the board 
members for their dedication and 
hard work during the year especially 
for the many hours that goes into 
making the monthly book sale as 
successful as it is. A thank you also 

goes out to the volunteers that help 
setup, take down and staff the cash 
box. We couldn’t do it without you.

Thank you Betsy and staff for al-
ways making us feel welcome. Our 
library is truly a community gem.
Have a wonderful holiday season 
and keep reading.

— All the best,  Else Christensen  

Visit Our Friends’ Scrapbook Online!

Events Calendar • Archived News Articles • Video Interviews • Fun Photos • Current 
Officers • Friends of the Freeland Library Newsletter & Brochure • Bookmark us!

friendsofthefreelandlibrary.shutterfly.com

Winter Library Closures
The Freeland Library, all libraries and the Administrative and Service 

Center will be closed on the following days:  
•	 Saturday, December 24, 2016 — Christmas Eve, close at 3 p.m. due 

to low customer demand
•	 Sunday, December 25, 2016 — Christmas Day, a national holiday
•	 Monday, December 26, 2016 — When Christmas falls on a Sunday, 

all libraries are closed on the following Monday
•	 Saturday, December 31, 2016 — New Year’s Eve, close at 5 p.m.
•	 Sunday, January 1, 2017 — New Year’s Day
•	 Monday, January 2, 2017 — When New Year’s Day falls on a Sun-

day, the following Monday all libraries are closed
•	 Monday, January 16, 2017 — Martin Luther King’s Birthday
•	 Monday, February 20, 2017 — President’s Day

Archived Newsletter Issues
Lose your newsletter? Looking for more information about the Friends of 

the Freeland Library? You can find these things on the Friends’ Scrap-
book at friendsofthefreelandlibrary.shutterfly.com. Newsletter issues are 
archived there too. We’re looking for a volunteer to keep the archives up to 
date. Contact Else or Prescott (prscot@whidbey.net) if you are interested. 
See contact information in the box in the next column.

Emergency Ready
Staff member Susan Hanzelka 

recently competed 20 hours of 
Community Emergency Readiness 
Team (cert) training. Congratula-
tions, Susan!

Membership Drive and Year-end Donations
In mid October anyone with a li-

brary card and for whom the Sno-
Isle Libraries system had an email ad-
dress received an invitation to join or 
renew his/her membership to join a 

Friends of a library group. If you live 
in the zip-code areas 98253 or 98249 
you would have been directed to the 
Friends of the Freeland Library (ffl). 
Membership chair Michael Moch 

reports several of you renewed your 
membership and a few joined as new 
members. Remember to renew your 
2017 membership now. It’s only $10 
per household. Consider a year-end 
donation as well. We are a nonprofit 
organization and your donation is 
tax deductible. See the last page for 
details.
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Sno-Isle Libraries to Add BiblioCommons 
Discovery Layer to Library Catalog in February
In February, 2017 Sno-Isle Li-

braries is adding BiblioCom-
mons to the library catalog. This 
“discovery layer” provides an 
easy way to find and use a va-
riety of library resources, from traditional materials to 
online databases and staff-created content such as blogs 
and events. The discovery layer gives customers an 
opportunity to engage with social media-like features 
and makes it easier to place holds. BiblioCommons also 
connects and expands our local library community by 
encouraging sharing and engaging with customers of 
any BiblioCommons library. Customers of all BiblioCom-
mons libraries are linked together as a pool of users.  
Sno-Isle customers will see a catalog that reflects our 
local holdings and practices, but the shared experience 
of reviews, book lists, following other content creators, 
etc. will happen among the wider group.

The library’s homepage will not be affected by 
implementation of BiblioCommons and navigation 

will remain the same for the most 
part. What will change is how the 
catalog looks and how searches are 
filtered. On item records, you will 
be able to rate, review, share fa-

vorite quotes, make age recommendations, tag material, 
upload related video, write summaries and even add 
similar titles to an item record. Social media integration 
for sharing library material is easier and improved, and 
you’ll be able to make and share lists that you create. 
Users can also find, follow and send messages to other 
users who create content that interests them throughout 
the BiblioCommons partner libraries.

When you use Bibliocommons for the first time, you’ll 
set up a free account and be able to choose your privacy 
settings. We believe the new features of BiblioCommons 
will enhance your experience while using the catalog and  
we’ll continue to meet expectations for both privacy and 
as part of the library community. 

— Betsy Arand, Managing Librarian

Appreciate Someone 
with a Gift Certificate 
Just in time for holiday gift giving, the Friends have gift 

certificates ready to stuff into holiday stockings. The gift 
certificates are to be redeemed at the monthly used book 
sales of the Friends of the Freeland Library. They can be 
made out for any amount, but must be used within 12 
months from the date issued. Ask the library staff about 
purchasing some. Consider purchasing certificates as 
gifts all year around for friends and family. It’s a nice way 

to welcome 
n e w 
neigh-
b o r s 
or cel-
e b r a t e 
a birth-
day. 

Friends of the Freeland Library 

Used Book Sales
Hundreds of gently-used books available at great prices!

All proceeds benefit the Friends of the Freeland Library 

First SATURDAYS —10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
January 7 • February 4 • March 4 • April 1

More Help Welcomed Setting Up the Book Sale 
We welcome more help to execute the Friends of Free-

land Library monthly used book sale on the first 
Saturday of each month. Email Michael Moch at moch@
msu.edu or call 517-449-9769 to learn what is needed.

See the next column for some examples of tasks:

Friday, before the sale, 9:30 to 11 a.m.
•	 stacking the chairs in the library’s conference 

room and moving the library’s tables into the 
library proper for storage during the sale 

•	 taking the Friend’s tables stored in the small 
shed and setting them up in the library confer-
ence room

•	 moving display boxes of books from the shed to 
the library conference room

Saturday, after the sale, 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
•• moving display boxes of some unsold books 

back to the shed for the next month’s sale, 
preparing and packing boxes for other unsold 
books, taping them shut and moving them to 
the small shed to be taken to our sales partner, 
Thriftbooks, in Auburn.
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Book Reviews Relate to the Impact of Technologies
Library staff member, Keith Bowers shared these reviews with 
other Freeland Library staff. They are about a couple new books 
related to the ramifications of technology. 

Digital Is Destroying Everything 
This book looks at the industries laid waste by the new 

digital technology and who is on the winning end 
of the these changes. We are begin-
ning to suspect that the selling points 
of these supposed advances have not 
matched the real world results in soci-
ety. Most of the industries are in much 
worse shape than before they adopted 
the new technologies.

Written by futurist and digital mar-
keting consultant Andrew Edwards, 
The Sno-Isle catalog describes the 
book as “not a dystopian rant against all things digital 
and technological. Instead, [the reader may] expect 
to find a lively investigation into the ways digital has 
opened up new and sometimes quite wonderful expe-
riences, driven down costs for consumers and given 
information a chance to be free. But the book also takes a 
clear-eyed look at many of the good (and sometimes bad) 
things businesses and behaviors digital has destroyed, 
and how the world may be diminished, compromised, 
and altered forever in its wake. This tour of the effects 
of digital technologies on [human] lives is sure to raise 
questions, touch a nerve and enlighten even the most 
dedicated digital enthusiasts.”

The Revenge of Analog
Before we despair of life run by big 

data and soulless machines comes 
The Revenge of Analog by David Sax. The 
book follows the real life resurgence of 
analog technologies in the wake of the 
digital carnage left in the workplace. 
The premise is that analog technolo-
gies serve human beings better than 
the much-hyped digital replacements and the pendulum 
of the market is already swinging back.

Sno-Isle’s catalog description adds, “We’ve begun to 
fall back in love with the very analog goods and ideas the 
tech gurus insisted that we no longer needed. Businesses 
that once looked outdated, from film photography to 
brick-and-mortar retail, are now springing with new 
life. Notebooks, records and stationery have become 
cool again. David Sax has uncovered story after story 
of entrepreneurs, small business owners and even big 
corporations who’ve found a market selling not apps or 
virtual solutions but real, tangible things. As ebooks are 
supposedly remaking reading, independent bookstores 
have sprouted up across the country. As music allegedly 
migrates to the cloud, vinyl record sales have grown 
more than ten times over the past decade. Even the 
offices of tech giants like Google and Facebook increas-
ingly rely on pen and paper to drive their brightest ideas. 
Sax’s work reveals a deep truth about how humans 
shop, interact and even think. Blending psychology and 
observant wit with first-rate reportage, Sax shows the 
limited appeal of the purely digital life — and the robust 
future of the real world outside it.”Homelessness Here

This is a Sno-Isle Libraries Issues That Matter public 
forum where experts and audience members may 

explore the causes of homelessness in our Whidbey Is-
land community and share ideas for solving the problem. 

The free event is 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, January 10 
at the Whidbey Island Center for the Arts, 565 Camano 
Avenue in Langley. 

Tax Rates, Reporting and Payments — Oh My!
This information-packed presentation by Employ-

ment Security Department’s Employer Tax and Wage 

Division is a helpful way to start off the new year. This 

program is at lunchtime, noon to 1 p.m., on Wednesday, 

January 11. 

Topics include: controlling unemployment costs; regis-
tration and tax rates; quarterly reporting and payments; 
collections and audits. Experts are on hand to assist you 
with managing this part of your business effectively. 
Contact Sandra K. Kint at skint@esd.wa.gov to register 
for this free event.
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For information about upcoming Freeland Library 
events, go to the Sno-Isle Libraries website, www.

sno-isle.org; look on the lower half for the purple banner, 
“Classes & Events,” click on it. A new page opens with a 
list of libraries; select “Freeland Library” (or any other li-
brary of interest) and view a calendar. Scroll to the month 
you wish to see. To refine your search, select the event 
types and the age group of interest to you.



Tree Treasures for Kids During Winter Break
The Imagine Children’s Museum is providing Tree 

Treasures, exploring the anatomy and environmental 
significance of trees at the Freeland Library from 2 to 3 
p.m. on Thursday, December 29. This is a nice activity 
for restless children during the holidays.

Space may be limited and registration is suggested 
through the Sno-Isle Libraries website, sno-isle.org/
events or check at the circulation desk.

Science programs for school-age children are pro-
vided by Imagine Children’s Museum at 19 Sno-Isle 
Libraries community libraries in December and January. 
Imagine Children’s Museum is a community-based or-

ganization that promotes learning and growing through 
play for children ages one through 12.

Rockin,’ Toddlin’ New 
Year’s Eve Party
Dance, shake and wiggle in the New Year to some 

favorite kid tunes and make some noise as everyone 
counts down to 12 (noon — that is). This event begins at 
11:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 31 and  is for younger 
children and their families. Then everyone goes home 
at 12:30 for lunch and nap time. Funds are provided by 
the Friends of the Freeland Library.

Upcoming Books2Movies
This group focuses on books that were made into mov-

ies. Read or listen to the selected book, then come to  
the movie and a lively talk on the third Friday of each 
month from 2 to 4:30 p.m. Enjoy coffee, tea, candy and/
or popcorn provided by Friends of the Freeland Library. 
Brandon Henry facilitates this event. Suggestions from 
participants for future titles are welcome.

January 20 is Friday Night Lights by H.G. Bissinger. 
Socially and racially divided, Odessa, Texas isn’t known 
to be a place big on dreams, but every Friday night from 
September to December, when the Panthers play foot-
ball, dreams can come true.

February 17 is The Soloist, the true story of journalist 
Steve Lopez’s discovery on Skid Row of Nathanial Ayers, 
a schizophrenic, homeless musical prodigy.

March 17 is About a Boy by Nick Hornby. A fictional 
two-year-old named Ned wouldn’t be the first thing Will 
invented. And it seems to go quite well at first until he 
meets an actual twelve-year-old named Marcus, who is 
more than Will bargained for.

Computer and Technical
iPhone Basics
This informational program takes a close look at the 

storage and sharing options available for iPhone and 
iPad users. Understand how to best make use of iCloud 
services and valuable techniques for optimizing photo 
sharing and archiving. It takes place from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, January 18 at the Freeland Library.

Advanced Google Searches
Learn the advanced search techniques that reference 

Librarians use to quickly uncover meaningful, topic-
focused information. Real world search examples will 
demonstrate how to apply terms, Query types, special 
characters, file type and data range requests. A limited 
number of computers will be available, please preregister 
to reserve a laptop or bring your own portable device. 
The program is at 10 to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 11.

Introduction to Microsoft 
PowerPoint
Develop digital literacy skills by learning the basics 

of Microsoft PowerPoint. This class is from 10 to 
11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, March 15. In this hands-on 
class learn to create and save a presentation, print and 
utilize other useful commands. This class is intended for 
computer users with basic keyboard and mouse skills. 
A limited number of laptop computers with PowerPoint 
will be available. Please preregister to reserve a laptop.

Did you know about the One Book Card?
It allows children under the age of 18 to checkout just one book 
if their card is blocked due to a lost/unreturned item. Once the 
child’s guardian has settled the problem, a regular card can be 
issued. The goal of the One Book Card is to remove barriers to 
accessing library services for children.
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Salish Eden
Explore precontact life of the Lower Skagit Indians 

on Penn Cove with Rick Castellano from the Island 
County Museum at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, March 22 at 
the Freeland Library.

Crazy Politics
Washington State University political science professor, 

Cornell Clayton explores the rise of today’s populist 
and conspiratorial politics from 1 to 3 p.m. on Monday, 
March 27. He draws parallels to earlier periods, and de-
scribes how populism on the left and right today differ. 
This program is funded by Humanities Washington and 
the Friends of the Freeland Library. Everyone is welcome.



Wishing You 
a Holiday of 
Good Will  

and a  
Happy New 

Year!

Your Donations Help the Freeland Library

Each time a newsletter is published, individuals, families and businesses support the Freeland Library by 
making a donation and becoming a member of the Friends of the Freeland Library. This helps provide extras 

for the library, such as new work tables, book shelves, event supplies and extra copies of the Whidbey Reads 
book. Your library benefits in countless ways from your support. Please join us. Thank you!

Join Friends of the Freeland Library at $10 annually. Members receive a quarterly newsletter, program invita-
tions, participation in meetings and early notice of events. All donors 

become members. (A $10 membership is deducted from donations that 
don’t specify a membership.)

Contact your current or former employer about a matching donation.
Please make checks payable to Friends of the Freeland Library. Clip 

out and fill in this form, bring it with your check to the library or mail 
to: P.O. Box 336, Freeland, WA 98249. Donations are tax deductible to 
the fullest extent of the law, ein #91-1340777. 

Name(s)_____________________________________________________  Phone _ ____________________________

Mailing address_____________________________________________ State________ Zip_____________________    

Email ______________________________________  q I want to receive my newsletter by email         

Suggest someone you think would enjoy receiving news about the Friends:

Name_________________________________Address_______________________________ State___ Zip__________    

Please leave this line blank: Date received_ ________ Deposited___________  Thanked___________ In database__________

2017 Membership Dues Welcome!
Annual family or single  

membership ($10) .......$___________
Additional donation ......$___________
Total..................................$___________
Payment method q cash or check #__________

Friends of the Freeland Library
P.O. Box 336
Freeland, WA 98249
Address correction requested 
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