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We're back!

After an extended break, we're ready to pepper your inbox with fun and interesting information about what your
Friends of the Freeland Library are up to. We conducted our annual board meeting on Monday, January 26th, 2026.
We hope this newsletter provides some useful updates about your current board, past and upcoming events, ways to
volunteer and donate, and more.

The Friends of the Freeland Library is a wonderful group of caring community members who support and promote
the programs and services of the Freeland Library. Through fundraising efforts, we provide items and fund
programming for all ages, such as summer reading, concerts, local author readings and more.

Reminder to Renew Your Membership!
Remember to pay your annual dues ASAP. Annual
membership is only $10 for an individual or family. Please
consider making an additional donation if youre able.
Bring it to the library or mail to our PO Box (see below).
We always welcome new members! Please encourage your
friends, neighbors and family to join. Membership forms are
available at the Freeland Library. Through fundraising, the
Friends undertake projects and supply items that fall outside
the established budget of the Freeland library including:

*  Community Outreach

* Elementary School Book Clubs (grades K-2 and 3-4)

*  Children’s Summer Reading Program

* Children’s, Teen, and Family Programming

*  Adult Programming

*  Trudy Sundberg Lecture Series

Monthly Book Sales - Second Saturdays - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. - February 14 « March 14 « April 11
The Friends of the Freeland Library hold book sales once a month in addition to our lobby sales that are available
year-round to the community during library opening hours.

Come check out our beautifully curated collection of all the latest kids’ books, fiction, nonfiction, mystery, paperbacks,
crafting, sports books and more. There’s something for everyone at our sales.

Book sales are held in the Freeland Library’s meeting room from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the second Saturday of each
month. Hundreds of books for all ages available by donation, or, fill a bag for $20.00! We accept cash, check, credit
or debit cards, and Venmo. All proceeds go to the Friends of the Freeland Library and support library programs,
services, and materials.
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Looking to help?
: ; ‘Beady to ‘Donate?

We're always recruiting new volunteers! Our monthly
book sale sets up on the Friday before the book sale at 9am.
After the book sale, we begin breakdown around 2:15pm on
Saturday.

Contributions to the Friends of the Freeland
Library help us sustain our operations and in
turn support the greater Whidbey community.

We also receive book donations regularly at the Freeland Donated funds will be put toward:

Library and always need volunteers to help sort the books

to make the book sales go smoothly. We can train you! * Events for children and teens, including

prizes for Summer reading programs

* Essential library supplies and furniture

e Adult-oriented programming, including
writing classes, gardening workshops, and
musical performances

Interested in joining the board? Elections are held every
January at our annual meeting.

If you're interested in volunteering, please e-mail us at
friendsfreelandlibrary@gmail.com and let us know how
you'd like to pitch in and we can provide more information
and training as needed.

We currently accept donations in person via
check or cash, as well as online through our
Venmo profile.

Venmo: @friendsofthefreelandlibrary
(Verification ph number XXX-XXX-1335)

Call for Logo Submissions!
We're holding a design competition for a new logo to represent the Friends of the Freeland Library. We are looking

for designs that celebrate inclusion, community, literacy, and of course a love of books. Think you have what it takes?
Send your best designs to friendsfreelandlibrary@gmail.com by March 31st, 2026. Gift certificates to a local book
store will be awarded: $50 for the grand prize and $10 each for two runners up. Vector based Illustrator files are

preferred, but your hand drawings are also welcome. Just know that we need to be able to reproduce and scale the
logo so your beautiful line work will be digitized. Submissions from all ages welcome!
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Upcoming Events Supported by the Friends

For a complete listing of library events, go to sno-isle.org > Events > All Events. From there you can filter by audience

Page 3

(adults, kids, etc.), location (i.e. Freeland), etc. Note: some events requires advance registration.

FEBRUARY

» 2/12/2026 - Grown-up Book Fair, 4:00pm-7:00pm at Fare
Market in Freeland

e 2/14/2026 - Friends’ Monthly Book Sale

s 2/18/2026 - Connecting Through Crafts: Light Catchers

MARCH

e 3/1/2026 - STEAM Sunday: Owls

e 3/6/2026 - Homeschool Meetup: Brainteasers and Math
Games

e 3/14/2026 - Friends’ Monthly Book Sale

e 3/18/2026 - Connecting through Crafts: Decorating Postcards

e 3/20/2026 - Scott Shigeoka: Curiosity is a Bridge for
Connection, part of the Trudy Sundberg Lecture Series

* 3/20/2026 - Trio Improviso concert (on the Sno-Isle calendar
website soon)

e 3/21/2026 - The American Transcendentalists (with Charles
LaFond)

APRIL

* 4/3/2026 - Homeschool Meetup: Coding

* 4/5/2026 - STEAM Sunday (will be on the Sno-Isle calendar
website soon)

e 4/11/2026 - Friends’ Monthly Book Sale

* 4/15/2026 - Connecting through Crafts (on the Sno-Isle
calendar website soon)

e 4/17/2026 - Andre Feriante concert (on the Sno-Isle calendar
website soon)

e 4/25/2026 - After Hours Game Night

MAY (all on the Sno-Isle calendar website at a later date)

* 5/1/2026 - Homeschool Meetup

* 5/3/2026 - STEAM Sunday

e 5/9/2026 - Friends’ Monthly Book Sale

e 5/15/2026 - Concert with Keith Bowers and Kristi O'Donnell
* 5/20/2026 - Connecting through Crafts

Trudy Sundberg ‘Jecture

Scott Shigeoka:
Curiosity is a Bridge for Connection

Friday, March 20th, 2026
7:00pm doors open, 7:30pm lecture begins
Whidbey Island Center for the Arts

Join the Sno-Isle Libraries Foundation and
the 2026 Trudy Sundberg Lecture Series
for an evening with curiosity expert and
author Scott Shigeoka. This lecture will
be centered on the practice of curiosity as
a force for connection and transformation,
building on the success of author Scott’s
award-winning book Seek: How Curiosity

Can Transform Your Life and Change the
World. Scott will especially focus on the

stories and concrete tools that anyone can
apply to introduce more curiosity into
their lives and communities—especially
in an era of disconnection and division.
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. ) New Book Sale Chair in Town (or Village)

Meet (Board (waﬁro- by Betsy Waring, July 2025

[ feel privileged and honored to assume the role of Book Sale
Chair, treading in the sparkly footsteps of Candy Charlwood.
When she divulged her plan to move off-island, my first
reaction was that of an insatiable impending void. She alone
had fulfilled the role of three different board members for over
a decade. What were we going to do?

Book Sale Chair: Betsy Waring

Records Chair: Elaine Andrews

Finance Chair: Janet Young
Communications Chair: Laura Bergman
Board Members At-Large:

Rebecca Rickabaugh and Susan Prescott

In January 2025 at our Annual Meeting, the board unanimously
voted to create two new positions in order to continue Candy’s
legacy. Thus I was born. As the Book Sale chair, I round up our
motley krewe of volunteers every second Friday and Saturday
of the month for book sale setup and breakdown. We haul
mountains of books (snuggled in boxes like little literary gems)
back and forth from the parking lot sheds to the library. We
arrange tables and displays. We chit chat a bit. We set up signs
around town, and then break everything back down until next
month’s sale. Yes, those things need to happen, and yes, the Book Sale Chair’s role is to make sure it does. But we all
know the really important part of the job - snacks!

After many years of service, Candy Charlwood
stepped down from her multiple board positions
when she moved to the mainland in early 2025.
She will be greatly missed for all of her leadership
and tireless efforts supporting the Friends of the
Freeland Library since 2013.

[ must admit I'm chasing the White Rabbit when it comes to thank-you treats. Candy always provided the butteriest,
most meltingly beautiful tidbits to our volunteers. I've tried everything; donuts, chips, ice cream, Trader Joe’s boozy
chocolates. Let’s face it, nothing compares to a home-cooked Candy cookie. Yet every time I don an apron to attempt
a batch, tiny rabid snack snarflers arrive and vacuum them up straight off the pan. I'm living in the pages of Where
the Wild Things Are. Send help! Or snickerdoodles.

To learn more about volunteering at book sales every second Saturday, please write to us at friendsfreelandlibrary@
gmail.com.

Did you know we have a new website? Web ter?
Last spring Alec Cole, Betsy Waring’s husband, designed and launched our -
new website. You can find it here, friendsofthefreelandlibrary.org. This
replaces the earlier website on Shutterfly, originally set up by Diana Carew
as an archive for old photos, videos and newsletters. That site has been
archived by Prescott and Keith Bowers.

We'dlove to find someone willing to
volunteer time on a regular basis to
make occasional changes and keep
our website looking stellar. E-mail
us at friendsfreelandlibrary@gmail.
com if you or someone you know
possess those skills and can help.

Take a look at the fresh new website. There’s a calendar of events and a
payment option for donations and membership using your Venmo account.
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Representation Matters - Pride Celebrations
Rainbows and literacy abounded and spirits soared at the
South Whidbey Pride Parades in June 2024 and June 2025.
The Friends of the Langley and Freeland Libraries teamed
up with Sno-Isle to enjoy the walking parade, complete with
adoring denizens of the crowd who shouted praises upon our
hardworking local librarians.

Your new board members, Betsy Waring, Laura Bergman,
and Janet Young walked in the parade with their families. The
Petersons sisters, Manzanita and Anna, and Anna’s children
Aziza and Sahada, also returned this year to represent the
Freeland Library. They danced to live music and waved to
the crowd alongside Michael Seraphinoff, Prescott, and our
fearless library manager, Betsy Arand and her daughters. Lots
of staff from Langley and Freeland celebrated too, including
Jayanne Bixby, Katrina Morse and more.

oy - O
DS OF THE
BRARY After the parade, the festivities continued with a chance to
i % ‘ visit informational booths. The Sno-Isle Libraries table

3 featured carefully curated pride themed books available for

free as well as bounties of rainbow swag.

This year’s pride celebration is scheduled for Saturday, June
20th, 2026 in downtown Langley.
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