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So Many Events, So Little Time

This spring, Freeland Library has hosted many fun events from lectures, crafts, to family events and more. You can
read about some in this newsletter. If you have kids, mark your calendar for the Summer Festival from 1lam-1pm
on Saturday, June 27th. We're celebrating with an outdoor festival featuring ice cream from Sprinklz, the musical
stylings of Mutiny Bay Brass Band, a balloon twister, giant bubbles, crafts, and more.

Reminder to Renew Your Membership!

If you haven't done so already, please remember to pay your annual dues ASAP. Annual membership is only $10 for
an individual or family. Please consider making an additional donation if you're able. Bring it to the library or mail to
our PO Box (see below). We always welcome new members! Please encourage your friends, neighbors and family to
join. Membership forms are available at the Freeland Library. Through fundraising, the Friends undertake projects
and supply items that fall outside the established budget of the Freeland library including:

* Community Outreach

* Elementary School Book Clubs (grades K-2 and 3-4)

* Children’s Summer Reading Program

* Children’s, Teen, and Family Programming

*  Adult Programming

*  Trudy Sundberg Lecture Series

After Hours Game Night

Many families and patrons enjoyed an all-ages game night after the
library closed on Saturday, April 25th! Besides the vast selection
of games and puzzles available to try out, there was an “under the
sea” themed mini-golf course setup through the stacks as well as
bingo in the kids area. Later, the Whidbey Camano Land Trust
hosted a trivia competiton in the meeting room complete with
prizes. Pizza, beverages and cookies were enjoyed by all! This is
another event sponsored by the Friends of the Freeland Library.
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Upcoming Library Levy

from Jennifer DePrey, Sno-Isle Libraries Board President

“The 2018 library levy is at the end of its life. Through careful stewardship, the Trustees have used public funds
responsibly and extended the levy as long as possible. If we did not advance this ballot measure, our Library District
would look very different.”

from Sno-Isle’s Communications department
Your library supports your local community in many ways. It’s a place where kids can learn to read (and love doing
it) and teens can get homework help after school. It's a community hub where folks can get support from expert
librarians, launch a job search, or connect through an art class.
()‘("""(‘)( A portion of local property taxes directly funds Sno-Isle Libraries through the library levy. The levy
t we“ ; funding makes up 91% of Sno-Isle Libraries operating budget. On August 4, voters will decide whether
(),(“““ ‘,,l to restore the library levy to its previous rate of $0.47 per $1,000 of assessed property value.
If the levy restoration is approved, Sno-Isle Libraries will be able to:
* Maintain current staffing and library open hours S—upwcﬂﬁ
* Continue buying books, eBooks, audiobooks, and streaming services
* Keep offering early learning and literacy programs like Storytimes and
* Bookmobile visits

The Board of the Friends of the
Freeland Library enthusiastically
endorses the proposed Levy.

* Continue providing public access to computers, laptops, Wi-Fi
hotspots, and

e printing

» Stay up to date with technology upgrades and building maintenance

Key Facts:

* Levy funding makes up 91% of
Sno-Isle Libraries budget

* The proposed library levy rate
on the 2026 ballot is $0.47 per
$1,000 of property value

* In 2026, libraries make up just
4.04% of total property taxes in
Island County

*  How much would my property
taxes increase by? $106.32/yr*
($8.86/mo) in Island County
*Based on median home values
of $640,150

If the levy restoration is rejected, Sno-Isle Libraries will need to:

* Reduce staffing and library open hours

* Decrease the budget for books and digital materials, which could mean
longer

* wait times

* Reduce early learning and literacy programs like Storytimes and
Bookmobile

* Visits

* Limit access to computers, laptops, Wi-Fi hotspots, and printing

* Delay technology updates and building maintenance

Key Dates:
*  July 17th, 2026: Ballots Mailed
*  August 4th, 2026: Election Day

It is an important decision that will shape the future of Sno-Isle Libraries.
Learn more about the upcoming library levy vote at sno-isle.org/levy.
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Upcoming Freeland Library Events
For a complete listing of library events, go to sno-isle.org > Events > All Events. From there you can filter by audience

(adults, kids, etc.), location (i.e. Freeland), etc. Note: some events requires advance registration.

MAY

5/12/2026 - Septic Systems 101 — Understanding Your Septic
System

5/15/2026 - Sounds of Spring Concert with Keith Bowers and
Kristi O'Donnell

5/20/2026 - Connecting through Crafts: Mosaic Trays

5/21/2026 - End of Life Ready with End of Life Washington
5/24/2026 - Puzzle Exchange

JUNE

6/7/2026 - STEAM Sunday: Plankton

6/13/2026 - Friends’ Monthly Book Sale

6/17/2026 - Connecting Through Crafts: Mini Fabric Collages
with Lianna Gilman

6/20/2026 - South Whidbey Pride, parade and festival at
12pm, look for the Friends in the parade!

6/20/2026 - Practical Astronomy: How the Sun “Moves” plus
Making a Sundial

6/25/2026 - Build Your Own Fairy House with Kristi
O’Donnell

6/27/2026 - Summer Festival: Ice Cream, Live Music, and

Family Fun
6/26/2026 - Jigsaw Puzzle Exchange

JULY

7/11/2026 - Friends’ Monthly Book Sale
7/15/2026 - Connecting through Crafts

‘Webmaater?
We'd love to find someone willing to volunteer time on
a regular basis to make occasional changes and keep our
website looking stellar. E-mail us at friendsfreelandlibrary@
gmail.com if you or someone you know possess those skills
and can help.

Monthly Book Sales

Second Saturdays - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

June 13 ¢ July 11 « August 8

The Friends of the Freeland Library hold
book sales once a month in addition to our
lobby sales that are available year-round
to the community during library opening
hours.

Come check out our beautifully curated
collection of all the latest kids" books,
fiction, nonfiction, mystery, paperbacks,
crafting, sports books and more. There’s
something for everyone at our sales.

Book sales are held in the Freeland Library’s
meeting room from 10 am. to 2 p.m.
on the second Saturday of each month.
Hundreds of books for all ages available
by donation, or, fill a bag for $20.00! We
accept cash, check, credit or debit cards,
and Venmo. All proceeds go to the Friends
of the Freeland Library and support library
programs, services, and materials.
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Connecting Through Crafts

The featured craft in February 2026 was light catchers with Cyndy
Jensen. We loved getting to see everyone embrace their own unique
creativity to create something to bring more light indoors during these
winter months.

Upcoming Connection Through Crafts Events:

e 5/20/2026 - Connecting through Crafts: Mosaic Trays

* 6/17/2026 - Connecting Through Crafts: Mini Fabric Collages with
Lianna Gilman

e 7/15/2026 - Connecting through Crafts

e 8/19/2026 - Connecting through Crafts

Gather at the library to learn a craft, connect with others, and discover
ways we can all be creative.

Connecting Through Crafts is an opportunity for older adults to craft
community over art and conversation. Whether you consider yourself a
creative person or not, you are welcome at this program! Supplies, coffee,
and tea are provided. Connecting through Crafts events are sponsored
by the Friends of the Freeland Library.
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Trudy Sundberg Lecture Series

We had some amazing speakers for the 2026 Trudy Sundberg
Lecture Series! Our sincere thanks to Scott Shigeoka and
Yasemin Sari for sharing their extensive knowledge with the
Island County community on this year’s theme Democracy in
Action: Building Bridges.

More than 575 people attended
this year’s Trudy Sundberg
Lecture Series! Speakers Scott

Shigeoka and Yasemin Sari did
CURIOSITY

a wonderful job of sharing their y
A Bridge for@

research and expertise on the

theme of Democracy in Action: &
Building Bridges. This free annual
lecture series honoring beloved
Whidbey Island educator Trudy
Sundberg is brought to you by
Sno-Isle Libraries Foundation
and 100% supported by generous
donors and local businesses
including the Friends of the
Freeland Library. Photos by David
Welton and Melanie Masson.

Curiosity researcher Scott Shigeoka speaks
with Jan Whitsitt, lecture series co-founder
and daughter of Trudy Sundberg.

w : :
homateyu Trudy Sundberg Lecture Series Committee
SEEN AND HEAR)

hrough i iy ' at South Whidbey High School.

AN

Yasmin Sari speaking at Coupeville Library.
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STEAM Sunday - OWLS

On Sunday, March, 1st, 2026, families
joined Patricia Duarte from the
Whidbey Audubon Society to learn
about owls and dissect owl pellets.
What do you think they found
inside? This is just one example of
the amazing things patrons can learn
about during library events

Stop by on the first Sunday of each
month during theschool year forsome
hands-on STEAM fun! Explore arts
and crafts, nature and animals, mini-
maker projects, and more! Immerse
yourself in a new theme each month,
ignite your curiosity, and unleash the
power of your imagination. These
events are intended for ages 5-13 and
are supported by the Friends of the
Freeland Library.
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Looking to help?

We're always recruiting new volunteers! Our monthly (ﬂeﬂdll to (D(}nﬂ[e?

book sale sets up on the Friday before the book sale at 9am. -

After the book sale, we begin breakdown around 2:15pm on Contributions to the Friends of the Freeland

Saturday. Library help us sustain our operations and in
turn support the greater Whidbey community.

We also receive book donations regularly at the Freeland Donated funds will be put toward:

Library and always need volunteers to help sort the books

to make the book sales go smoothly. We can train you! We currently accept donations in person via
check or cash, as well as online through our

Interested in joining the board? Elections are held every Venmo profile.

January at our annual meeting.

If you're interested in volunteering, please e-mail us at -
friendsfreelandlibrary@gmail.com and let us know how
you'd like to pitch in and we can provide more information
and training as needed.

Logo Design Competition Results! a oy’

We received some beautiful designs submissions from our $

community. We were looking for designs that celebrate .

inclusion, community, literacy, and of course a love of &

books. The Friends of the Freeland Library Board voted and

the results are shown below. Gift certificates to a local book Venmo: @friendsofthefreelandlibrary
store will be awarded to the winner and runners-up. (Verification ph number XXX-XXX-1335)

A
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Grand Prize: Laura Bergman Runner-Up: Ariel Starlight Runner-Up: Samantha Reinken
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